
MAKE A DIFFERENCE
LEAVING A GIFT IN YOUR WILL  

TO VILLA MARIA CATHOLIC HOMES



GREG
Regular overnight respite care 
at a VMCH Disability Adult 
Respite House, allows Greg’s 
family peace of mind.  A much 
needed break for the family 
while giving Greg time to enjoy 
the company of friends and staff.
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VILLA MARIA  
CATHOLIC HOMES 

From its beginnings in 1907, as the Catholic Braille Writer’s Association, 
translating publications into braille for the visually impaired, Villa Maria’s 
services and programs evolved to make the organisation one of Victoria’s 
largest providers of disability, specialist education, community services, 
aged care and retirement living services in Victoria and southern  
New South Wales.

Catholic Homes was established in 1960 to provide residential, community 
and respite care and retirement living within a Catholic ethos to Victorian 
seniors. This included an expansion of its services into new regions, and 
the development of an integrated continuum of retirement living, affordable 
residential accommodation and community care options.

In 2015, Villa Maria and Catholic Homes (VMCH) sought to build on their 
excellent reputations by merging. As an agency of the Catholic Archdiocese 
of Melbourne, Villa Maria Catholic Homes now provides stronger services 
in the disability sectors, specialist education, aged care and retirement 
living. Services are delivered in accordance with its Catholic ethos and 
values of respect, compassion, integrity, collaboration and partnerships, 
inclusion and stewardship.

Leaving a gift in your Will greatly assists Villa Maria Catholic Homes  
to continue to deliver these important services and programs to some of  
the most vulnerable people in our community for years to come.



4

GREG
Regular overnight respite care 
at a VMCH Disability Adult 
Respite House allows Greg’s 
family peace of mind and a 
much-needed break, while 
giving him time to enjoy the 
company of friends and staff.

SARAH
The tailored services provided 
to Sarah at Austin St, VMCH’s 
permanent home for young 
people with acquired brain 
injuries, have allowed her to 
overcome great odds and begin 
to walk and talk again.
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WHY HAVE A WILL

Making a Will gives you peace of mind and is essentially a way of providing 
for family members, as well as friends and others who have been important 
to you. 

A Will allows you to acknowledge the values that are closest to your heart 
by leaving gifts to charitable organisations that share your values, such as 
Villa Maria Catholic Homes. Leaving a gift in your Will, you can ensure the 
programs and services you have supported or valued during your lifetime 
can continue to be offered.

Making or amending a Will, in most cases, is straightforward and 
inexpensive. This is particularly the case when you consider that if you die 
without a valid Will, your estate will be entirely or partially distributed 
in accordance with legislation, rather than your wishes, and may be the 
subject of challenge. A valid Will can avoid the associated risk, delay, 
anxiety and expense. 

When making or amending your Will, we encourage you to consult a 
qualified, practicing solicitor to ensure your wishes are expressed in a way 
that is legally binding. You should carefully review your Will from time to 
time, particularly if your circumstances change.
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ORLANDO
Orlando is a student at St Paul’s 
College.  Although he cannot say 
in words what he thinks about 
the pool therapy program, you 
can see it in his face.   Just like 
Orlando, hundreds of children 
and adults with a disability  
have used the pool since it was 
built in the 1970s.
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MAKE A DIFFERENCE  
BY LEAVING A GIFT  
IN YOUR WILL

So, why are we telling you all of this?

You can greatly assist our work in a lasting way by leaving a gift to  
Villa Maria Catholic Homes in your Will.  A gift in your Will may also be  
an opportunity to give a larger gift than was possible during your lifetime.

A generous Bequest made by the late John Dineen will contribute  
to renovating and refurbishing the Villa Maria Catholic Homes pool at  
St Paul’s College. The pool is used daily by children and adults with 
disabilities who participate in various water-therapy programs. Programs 
and hoists at the pool allow for those with even the highest needs to enjoy 
the pool. John Dineen was a member of the Brighton Icebergers and his love 
of swimming will continue in his legacy.   

Large or small, every gift in a Will is valued and appreciated by Villa Maria 
Catholic Homes as it makes a real and positive difference to the lives of 
older people, children and adults with a disability, their families and carers.
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STAN
A resident at VMCH’s Berwick 
aged care residence – describes 
his home and the array of 
activities available to him as  
“out of this world”.
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PACA
Living with dementia is 
challenging.  VMCH’s day respite 
program allows Paca to socialise, 
while affording her family vital 
respite so they can continue 
caring for her at home.



11

vmch.com.au

HOW WILL A GIFT  
IN MY WILL BE USED?

Villa Maria Catholic Homes will follow any specific wishes regarding  
the way in which a gift in your Will is to be used. 

Unless specific wishes as to its use are stated, gifts in Wills are typically 
directed towards a specific program or purpose. For example, to build 
a children’s respite house, equip an aged care residence, or implement a 
program to improve the health and wellbeing of people with an acquired 
brain injury or dementia.

Because gifts in Wills can be pooled and directed towards a particular 
program or purpose, the size of each individual gift is not crucial.  Each 
person’s contribution assists us in creating and providing a range of vital 
programs and initiatives that benefit current and future generations of 
older people, children and adults with a disability, their families and carers.



My late wife Vera and I have supported Villa Maria Catholic Homes  

and St Paul’s in various ways over the years. One of our contributions  

will be a bequest. I believe a bequest is a wonderful way to assist  

Villa Maria Catholic Homes after we pass on. Therefore I have  

no hesitation in recommending to other donors the suggestion of  

a bequest in due course.

Gordon James

For over 50 years I have followed Villa Maria Catholic Homes’  

tremendous expansion and diversification into the fields of multiple 

disability and care of the frail aged, and I felt I would like to help in that 

work when I am no longer here. It was a very simple process to have a 

bequest inserted in my Will and it gave me great satisfaction to do so.  

I strongly urge everyone who is in a position to do so, to do likewise.

Margaret Raw

WHAT OUR SUPPORTERS 
SAY ABOUT GIFTS  
IN THEIR WILLS 
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WORDING FOR A GIFT  
IN YOUR WILL

The following wording is often used for a general gift in a Will:

“I give to Villa Maria Catholic Homes (ACN 004 364 103) for its general purposes:

• __ percent of my estate OR 

• __ percent of the residue of my estate 

• OR the sum of $__ **

• OR [list specific item of real or personal property] 

Free of all duties and testamentary expenses to be used for its general purposes  

and the receipt of an authorised officer of Villa Maria Catholic Homes will be  

sufficient discharge to my Executor/Trustee.”

** It is useful to consider that the value of a lump sum amount will decrease 
over time, whereas a percentage of some or all of your assets is most likely 
to increase.

If you already have a Will and would now like to include a gift to  
Villa Maria Catholic Homes, all you have to do is make a “codicil”. When 
you next see your solicitor take a copy of our wording with you and they can 
simply update your existing Will for you. 

As Villa Maria and Catholic Homes have merged fairly recently (July 2015), 
we acknowledge that some of our supporters may have left a gift in their 
Will to either (or both) Villa Maria or Catholic Homes. While there is no 
need to immediately update your Will with our new corporate details, we  
do ask that you keep our new name in mind and include them when you  
next make a change to your Will.
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ANDREW
Andrew says he feels 
“empowered” by his VMCH 
Consumer Directed Care 
package to continue living 
comfortably at home and 
connected with his community.
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VILLA MARIA CATHOLIC HOMES’ 
FAWKNER FELLOWSHIP

Louisa Fawkner was a blind woman and early colonist of Melbourne.  
Driven by her Catholic faith and a  desire to make a difference to the vision 
impaired, she insisted that the Catholic Braille Writers’ Association be 
established in 1907.  The name of our Fawkner Fellowship honours  
Louisa Fawkner’s role in responding to community need and inspiring 
those around her, as well as generations to come, to make a difference.

The Fawkner Fellowship serves the important purpose of 
enabling Villa Maria Catholic Homes to acknowledge and 
thank you for leaving a gift to Villa Maria Catholic Homes 
in your Will. By notifying us of your plans, we can also 
discuss how your gift might be used as a legacy of kindness.

The Fawkner Fellowship involves no membership fee, and 
no minimum gifted amount. The size of your gift is entirely 
your choice and, should you choose to disclose it to us, will 
be kept entirely confidential.

We appreciate your Will is a private document, but hope if you leave a gift to 
Villa Maria Catholic Homes in your Will, you will also consider advising us 
so we can thank and recognise you and invite you to become a member of the 
Fawkner Fellowship. Your advice will also assist us in our planning for the 
future. Of course, we also acknowledge and respect you may prefer to make  
a gift in your Will anonymously.

You are always free to alter your decision at any time. Joining our Fawkner 
Fellowship, or advising us of your intentions, does not commit you in any way.

PROUDLY SUPPORTING 

VILLA MARIA 
CATHOLIC HOMES

Fawkner
Fellowship



Thank you for taking the time to consider 
leaving a gift to VMCH as part of your Will.

For more information about leaving a gift 
in your Will to VMCH or to discuss your 
intentions, please call our Grants & Bequest 
Officer on (03) 9926 2407. All calls will be 
treated in confidence and with sensitivity.

If you would like additional copies of this 
brochure for family or friends, please 
contact our Grants & Bequest Officer.

Disclaimer: This document does not constitute legal, accounting, taxation or other advice. You should consult professional 

advisers about the matters raised in this document. While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, VMCH accepts no 

responsibility for any loss or inconvenience caused by reliance on the information set out in this brochure. Please contact us if you 

require detailed information about any of our services. Printed September 2016.

MORE  
INFORMATION
1800 036 377

Address 
486 Albert Street 
East Melbourne VIC 3002

Post 
PO Box 134 
East Melbourne VIC 8002

E: enquiries@vmch.com.au
vmch.com.au 

Join the conversation

Respect | Compassion | Integrity | 

Collaboration & Partnerships | 

Inclusion | Stewardship

Villa Maria Catholic Homes
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THE FAWKNER  
FELLOWSHIP
PROUDLY SUPPORTING THE WORK  

OF VILLA MARIA CATHOLIC HOMES

The Fawkner Fellowship has been formed to acknowledge and thank those loyal supporters  
who have decided to leave a gift to Villa Maria Catholic Homes in their Will. If you have already  
left a gift in your Will to Villa Maria Catholic Homes, are considering doing so, or would just like  
to talk about what is involved, please complete this card and return it to the address below.

Of course, you are always free to alter your decision at any time.  Returning this card does not 
commit you in any way.

 I have included a gift to Villa Maria Catholic Homes in my Will

 Please contact me to discuss including a gift to Villa Maria Catholic Homes in my Will

 I would like to know more about giving a gift to Villa Maria Catholic Homes in my Will

 I would like to know more about the Fawkner Fellowship

Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms / Dr / Fr / Other  

First name/s 

Surname 

Address 

 

 Postcode 

Phone  (       ) 

Mobile 

Email 

Please return this card (marked ‘Private and Confidential’) to:

PROUDLY SUPPORTING 

VILLA MARIA 
CATHOLIC HOMES

Fawkner
Fellowship

Sandra Rosano
Grants & Bequest Officer

Villa Maria Catholic Homes
PO Box 134
East Melbourne VIC  8002


